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Foralopg time the question of preparing a ne psalmodly has been under 
eonSidleration. The farst one contained only sixiy-six songs, translated with the 
object of preserving the orjginal meaning even at a sacriice of the origina1 t む ne8。 
Thus the songs became about twice as 】ong ns the Enghsh and new mausic had to 
be written、 Vith all due respect to the composer, these tunes proved to be 
impe:fect from sa musical standpoint and the songs Were so Jong that mach of the 


_force ofthe words was lost. This has always been s souree Of regret andl dissatis- 


faetion to missionaries, Sa1nts。and friends ake and 8uggestions were frequentlY 
made to きま earrange the songs to fit the original tunes evenata loss of someof the - 
original meaning. 


是 owever to EEB1der 是 . Grant Tvins, then Mission Presiclent, beiongs the credit 


of putting this idea into tangible form : for during the sumxner of 1914 he, with 


the assistance of AMfr. Tomigoro Takagi (at that ime not an member of the church)。 
translated one hnndred and ftYy hymns and adtapted them to the origina】 musiC。 
中 hese were afterwards made jnto Japanese Yerse by Mr. Toshichi Yamane, a frienQ 


who i8 verY proficient in Japanese Grammnmar。 


1V * 

Later it was sugpested that we publish a collection 1arge enough to be ample ' 
for the uses of tho Mission for Years to comme antl accordin gly about seventy more 
hym ns were selected by Elder Lloyd O. tvie and myself. These were trinslate 軸 
by El1der Tvie and 1.ter arranged into poetic form by Mr. Yamane. 

When Eider Tvins 1eft, the work of publiishing fell upon me. he type ig 
already set and he had thoronghly done the proof-reading on the frst hundred and 
頒 人 ty hymns, with the assistance of Mr.、 Mitsutoshi Shiono. Elder Lloyd O. vie 
rendered invalaable assistance in proof-reading until he returncd home. A friend。 
Mr. Toshihik) Sakiui ar:anged the postry for severa1l of our songs for whiuh + 
herewith exprcss my thanks. 1 wish to thank all who have given Yalnable 
SuggestionS in the preparation ofthis book。 

May the Spirit of God aceompany these songs nd impress upon those who 
Sing or read them the spirit of the gospe1 which they breathe forth、 Way 志 br ng 
a8 much joy to those who sing them as the preparation of this booik has brought 9 
me, is the wish with which 慈 is sent forth. 「 


Mar. 11, 1916. 
Tokyo,。 Japan. 
Joseph 昌 。Stimn : SGD. 
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